[Shock: diagnostic evaluation in the emergency department].
The identification of shock may be sometimes easy or on the other hand difficult due to the lack of accuracy of ancillary tests. The use of ultrasound has modified the initial emergency assessment of patients presenting with shock, in that it can now be used to differentiate between different types of shock (cardiogenic versus hypovolemic). The use, performance, and clinical benefits of ultrasound protocols applied by emergency physicians, still remain to be validated before to be implemented.